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Loveland High School Bands 2010-2011 
                                                             Matthew R. Arau, Director of Bands 
    Aaron Vogel, Associate Director of Bands 
                               
 
 
 
 
April 22, 2010 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to the Loveland High School Band Program.  As a member of the Loveland 
High School Band Program, you belong to one of the finest, most active organizations the 
high school has to offer.  Because of the size and number of activities offered to our band 
students, there have been many rules and regulations that have evolved to ensure the 
success of our band program.   
 
This handbook has been developed to help students and parents alike understand policies, 
rules, regulations, and expectations of the comprehensive Loveland Band Program.  It is 
essential that all parents and students read through the entire handbook.  Students will be 
held accountable for the information presented in this handbook.  This handbook should 
be kept as a reference. 
 
The following information will be an invaluable aid to you in making your Loveland 
High School Band participation successful.  The key to having a premier band program is 
a common vision. With this our program can attain levels of artistry and musicianship 
that are only found in the finest band programs. The skills and work ethic you develop in 
the band program will help you to prepare for your future years as a musician, member of 
the working world and as a human being.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matthew R. Arau  
Director of Bands 
Loveland High School 
www.lovelandband.org 
araum@thompson.k12.co.us 
970-613-5292 (office) 
970 214-4018 (cell) 
 

Aaron Vogel 
Director of Bands 
Loveland High School 
www.lovelandband.org 
vogela@thompson.k12.co.us 
970-613-5292 (office) 
609-458-1724 (cell)
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Band Program Philosophy 
 
Music Education is a primary means by which an educational institution can transmit to its 
students the cultural heritage of society.  Music transcends barriers of ethnic background, 
economic status, language, and even literacy in its power to reach the depths of the human soul.  
Experiences with music develop a studentÕs ability to make value judgments, to function logically 
as well as intuitively, and to utilize oneÕs innate creativity.  Participation in performance 
organizations encourages initiative and leadership in the students, stimulates goal-oriented 
thought processes, creates an appreciation and respect for the efforts of others, and assists 
students to develop a sense of responsibility to themselves, the organization, and in a broad sense 
society. 
 
We recognize that few high school musicians make music a career.  However, the mental 
discipline and thought processes required in the study of music are applicable in all fields of 
endeavor. 
 
 

Band Program Goal 
 
The primary goal of all band classes at Loveland High School is to heighten each studentÕs 
aesthetic awareness through the musical art.  While there are many ancillary objectives that are 
also set for the students, using sound as a means to communicate the feelings embodied in a 
musical work is always the ultimate focus. 
 
Dedication and maturity are required to develop this unique human ability.  Dedication because 
the skills needed to recreate music are both numerous and complex.  Maturity because, once the 
technical skills are learned, a musician must be patient and open minded in order to understand 
and then communicate the essence of a composerÕs work. 
 
Many people go their entire lives without being aware of the power that art has to offer them.  We 
believe that high school students are capable of delving into the meaning of music as art.  We also 
believe there is no better way to accomplish that than to develop the ability to perform- to take the 
creation of an artist and bring it back to life. 
 
At the high school level we develop and expand on the skills learned in middle school.  Using 
these finely tuned skills we challenge the students to recreate meaningful music and to listen 
critically to ourselves and others as we perform.  We emphasize the inappropriateness of 
expressing a value judgment on a particular work or performance unless one can articulate the 
reasons for his or her opinion and demonstrate an alternative.  Criticism that is unsupported and 
non-constructive will not and should not be taken seriously by others. 
 
We firmly believe that a person who is aesthetically aware will be better able to reap all that life 
has to offer and to share with others the wealth of his or her talent. 
 

 
 
 

ÒMusic Training is a more potent instrument than any other, because rhythm and harmony find 
their way into the inward places of the soul.Ó  -Plato 
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General Objectives 
 
1) To develop a life-long appreciation for music and continuation of musical activities. 
 
2) To develop performing groups that are a source of pride for the individual, the school, and the 
community. 
 
3) To develop musical experiences that enhance studentÕs overall educational experiences. 
 
4) To provide a suitable background in music instruction for those students who elect to continue 
the study of music after graduation. 

 
National Standards for Music Education 
 
1) Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
 
2) Students will perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
 
3) Students will improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments. 
 
4) Students will compose and arrange music within specific guidelines. 
 
5) Students will read and notate music. 

 
6) Students will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 
7) Students will evaluate music and music performances. 
 
8) Students will understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside 
the arts. 
 
9) Students will understand music in relation to history and culture. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ÒGE hires a lot of engineers.  We want young people who can do more than add up a string of 
numbers and write a coherent sentence.  They must be able to solve problems, communicate ideas 

and be sensitive to the world around them.  Participation in the arts is one of the best ways to 
develop these abilities.Ó 

-Clifford V. Smith, President of the General Electric Foundation 
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Your Commitment to the Band Program 
 
In order to be a member of the performing groups offered at Loveland High School, each person 
must decide if he/ she wants to make the commitment of time and dedication.  For all school 
activities, the faculty and administration work together to make sure that students have the 
opportunities to participate in multiple activities.  However, non-school activities, appointments, 
and other conflicts must not interfere with a studentÕs commitment to band, to the other band 
members, and to the rehearsal and performance schedule given to you at the beginning of the 
year. 
 
The band follows a regular rehearsal schedule; any changes are announced well in advance.  This 
allows students to plan other activities and obligations around the schedule. 
 
Punctuality is a trait that will serve you well in any endeavor.  Plan to arrive well in advance of 
the beginning of rehearsalÉdonÕt try to squeak in at the last second.  It is essential that we make 
efficient use of the rehearsal time we have.  This can only happen when every band member is 
present and working to improve.  The band member who misses rehearsal cannot improve, and 
the other band members around them have a less effective rehearsal due to absence.  We all 
depend on each other to Òcarry our fair share of the loadÓ in order for us to achieve the level of 
proficiency for which the Loveland High School Band has become noted. 
 
Research has shown that being involved with and performing music makes a tremendous impact 
on a studentÕs intellectual growth.  For these benefits to be fully derived the student has to 
actually be able to perform music.  The higher level of performance attained the more beneficial 
the studentÕs experience.  Because of this valuable connection between music and academic 
performance we feel band is a four-year commitment.  Unlike other academic areas band is not a 
class that you can learn and master in one or two years.  Music is a lifetime activity in which the 
learning process never ends.  Each year a student is in the program they will learn new things and 
become better at their instrument.  Research shows that music helps students in all of their other 
academic courses.  It is at the highest levels of playing (junior and senior years) that students can 
make the most connections between band and other academic classes.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ÒThe man that hath no music in himselfÉlet no such man be trusted.Ó  -Shakespeare 
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Class Descriptions 
 

Concert Band 
Prerequisite: None 
Class Description: Open to all students 9-12.  This class will concentrate on developing skills 
acquired in middle school and in teaching beginning instrumentalistsÕ fundamental playing skills.  
Advancement and application of basic skills such as music notation and recognition, tone 
production, rhythmic proficiency, intonation, technical ability, sight reading, as well as 
preparation and performances of grade II and III band literature will be covered.  
Course Requirements: This ensemble will perform on several concert programs.   
 

 
Wind Symphony  (Symphonic Band, Section I) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (grade of C- or better for all semesters) in previous band 
ensembles (Marching Band, Symphonic Band or Wind Symphony), or instructor approval.  In 
addition to the preceding, all students must pass a successful live audition as it relates to the 
standards on the audition rubric. 
Meeting Time: Second Semester 
Class Description: This is the premier Symphonic Band of the Loveland High School Band 
Program.  This prestigious ensemble has earned a reputation for musical excellence in the state of 
Colorado and is fast becoming one of the top ensembles in the state.  This advanced level class 
focuses on mastery of individual and ensemble playing skills and an added emphasis on 
performance.  This ensemble will play literature at grade V (advanced high school) and VI 
(College) levels.  Performance evaluations and self-assessments help students in this ensemble in 
preparing for successful participation in community, college and professional groups.  This 
ensemble is typically comprised of upper classmen, advanced sophomores and exceptional 
freshmen. 
Course Requirements: Members of this ensemble are required to perform on several concert 
programs, concert festivals, contests and trips.  This entails attending all scheduled zero period 
rehearsals.  All students must also attend the annual Symphonic Band Camp held in the third 
quarter of the school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Symphonic Band (Sections I, II) 
Open to students in grades 9-12.  Symphonic Band is divided into two ability-based sections, 
Wind Symphony (section I), and Symphonic Band (section II).  Each section meets at different 
times and has different requirements.  All students must audition in order to be placed into one of 
the two Symphonic Bands. 
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Class Descriptions  
 
Symphonic Band (Symphonic Band, Section II) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (grade of C- or better for all semesters) in previous band 
ensembles (Marching Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony), or instructor approval.  In 
addition to the preceding, all students must pass a successful live audition as it relates to the 
standards on the audition rubric. 
Meeting Time: Second Semester 
Description:  This intermediate/advanced level class focuses on mastery of individual and 
ensemble playing skills.  This ensemble will play literature at grade IV (average high school) and 
V (advanced high school) levels.  Playing tests, performance evaluations and self-assessments 
help students in this ensemble in preparing for successful participation in Wind Symphony.  This 
ensemble may be comprised of upperclassmen, sophomores and advanced freshman.   
Course Requirements: Members of this ensemble are required to perform on several concert 
programs, concert festivals, contests and trips.  Students of Symphonic Band are required to 
register for the Symphonic Band zero periods.  This entails attending all zero period rehearsals. 
All students must also attend the annual Symphonic Band Camp held in the third quarter of the 
school year. 
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Class Descriptions 
 

Crimson Regiment Marching Band 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (grade of C- or better for all semesters) in previous band 
ensembles (Marching Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony), or instructor approval.  In 
addition to the preceding, all students must pass a successful live audition as it relates to the 
standards on the audition rubric. 
Co-requisite: Students must also be registered for Symphonic Band in order to register for 
Marching Band. 
Meeting Time: Block 4 and 8, first semester 
Class Description: Open to students in grades 9-12.  The Crimson Regiment Marching Band has 
earned a reputation for Symphonic Band quality sounds on the marching field.  To maintain this 
tradition of success requires a high degree of dedication, effort and pride on the part of each 
person involved.  Approximately fifteen staff instructors work collectively to give students the 
best musical experience possible.  Skills acquired in marching band help prepare students for the 
rigors and stamina of concert ensembles that follow the marching season.  Preparation and 
performance of the worldÕs finest music will be covered.  Testing of drill and music will help 
students in this ensemble in preparing for successful participation in all band ensembles offered at 
Loveland High School.  All athletes participating in the band program are encouraged to audition 
for the Crimson Regiment Marching Band.  Cooperation and flexibility with all activities and 
sports is a priority to the directors and staff of the marching band.      
Course Requirements: Members of this ensemble are required to perform at varsity football 
games, contests, out-of-state trips and various local activities.  Students of Marching Band are 
required to be registered for the Symphonic Band zero periods and attend zero period rehearsals 
the first nine weeks of the school year or the end of the competitive season.  All members 
enrolled in the Crimson Regiment Marching Band are expected to attend the summer band camp.  
 
Band camp is an essential team building activity in which students will not only learn the basics 
of marching and music; they will also learn about each other and the tremendous amount of 
dedication and cooperation it takes to have a superior marching band.  The camaraderie and 
friendships made in camp will set the tone for the entire school year. 
 
The district mandated class fees pays for only a fraction or the true cost of the band program. 
A fee schedule and financial policy for marching band was handed out at the April ParentÕs 
Meeting.  Please ask for copies if you have not received them.   
 
Marching Band is a very physical activity.  In order to march and play an eight-minute show 
takes a tremendous amount of physical endurance.  Students will be expected to condition on 
their own and in rehearsal.  Daily stretching and running will be part of the marching bandÕs 
rehearsal routine.    
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Class Descriptions 
  
Color Guard 
Co-requisite: Students must register for Marching Band and Symphonic Band for the first 
semester in order to be a member of the Color Guard.   
Meeting Time: Block 4 and 8, first semester 
Description: Open to all students in grades 9-12.  Membership in the Crimson Regiment Color 
Guard is by audition only.  This performance group combines the elements of dance and 
movement in coordinated effort with the band.  Students will learn the basics of flag, rifle and 
saber work, as well as dance and body movement.  The color guard will perform with the 
Crimson Regiment during all practices and performances during the marching season.  Members 
are expected to attend all extra rehearsals.   
 
Guard members are members of the marching band and have the same fees.  See Crimson 
Regiment Marching Band Class Description 
 
Guard members will be expected to pay for half of their uniform, the cost of shoes, and the flag 
bag.   
 
      
Jazz Ensemble II 
Prerequisite: Minimum of three years instrumental instruction or directorÕs approval. 
Class Description: Open to students in grades 9-12.  This class will work on both developing 
skills acquired in middle school and beginning improvisation.  Jazz is a true American art form 
that helps students to gain confidence in playing through ensemble performance and soloing 
(improvisation).  Advancement and application of basic skills such as music notation and 
recognition, tone production, rhythmic proficiency, intonation, technical ability, sight reading, 
improvisation, as well as preparation and performances of the finest beginning to intermediate 
jazz ensemble music will be covered.  Weekly testing will help students in this ensemble in 
preparing for successful participation in Jazz Ensemble I.   
Class requirements: This ensemble will perform on several concert programs and in Jazz 
festivals.  A limited amount of extra rehearsals will be called.  Standard jazz ensemble 
instrumentation will be used in this class; trumpets, trombones, saxes and rhythm section.  
Students who play non-traditional jazz ensemble instruments are invited to join the ensemble, but 
must play traditional jazz ensemble instruments.  All students are expected to immerse 
themselves in the culture of jazz.  Extensive listening is expected as is the development of a 
personal collection of jazz recordings.  Students are also encouraged to listen to radio station 
KUVO 89.3 from Denver.  
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Class Descriptions 
 
Jazz Ensemble I 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Beginning Jazz Ensemble (grade of C- or better for all 
semesters), or grade of C- or better for all semesters in previous band ensembles (Marching 
Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony), or instructor approval.  In addition to the preceding, 
all students must pass a successful live audition as it relates to the standards on the audition 
rubric. 
Class Description: This is the premier Jazz Ensemble of the Loveland High School Band 
Program.  This prestigious ensemble has earned a reputation for musical excellence in the state of 
Colorado and is fast becoming one of the top jazz ensembles in the state.  This advanced level 
class focuses on mastery of individual and ensemble playing skills and an added emphasis on 
performance. Preparation and performance of the finest grade II, III, IV, and V literature will be 
covered.  Performance evaluations and self-assessments help students in this ensemble in 
preparing for successful participation in community, college and professional groups.  
Course Requirements: This ensemble will perform on several concert programs and concert 
festivals.  There will be out-of-school time required for rehearsals and performances.  
Instrumentation in Jazz Ensemble I may be limited to five trumpets, five trombones, five 
saxophones, and rhythm section.  Members of the saxophone section will be exposed to doubling 
(flute, clarinet, bass clarinet).  All students are expected to immerse themselves in the culture of 
jazz.  Extensive listening is expected as is the development of a personal collection of jazz 
recordings.  Students are also encouraged to listen to radio station KUVO 89.3 from Denver.  
First Semester: There is no audition required to enroll and participate in any jazz ensemble 
during the first semester.  This is an opportunity for students to experiment in a jazz medium.  
During first semester this class will be divided in to two sections, each meeting every other day 
for 90 minutes.  There will be special sectionals scheduled to put both sections together for 
concerts. 
Second Semester: Students will audition for placement within the advanced jazz ensemble.  
Students will be selected based upon a compilation of the following criteria. 

• Successful completion of a live audition as it relates to the standards on the audition 
rubric 

• Passing first semester advanced jazz ensemble, or first semester beginning jazz ensemble 
with a grade of C or better. 

• Instructor approval. 
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Extra-curricular Ensembles 
 
Winter Guard 
Pre-requisite: Successful completion of fall color guard or instructor approval.  In addition to the 
preceding, all students must pass a successful live audition as it relates to the standards on the 
audition rubric. 
 
Description:  The Loveland High School Winter Guard is an extra-curricular activity provided 
by the Loveland Band Boosters.  All members of the Winter Guard will be expected to pay for 
the full cost of their uniform, shoes and a participation fee.  Members will also be required to 
fund raise regularly at band booster sponsored Ranch Concessions.  Members are expected to 
attend all rehearsals and performances. 
 
Small Ensembles 
Ensembles Offered: Flute Choir, Flute Trio, Clarinet Quartet, Clarinet Choir, Double Reed 
Ensemble, Woodwind Choir, Double Woodwind Choir, Sax Quartet, Sax Choir, Trumpet Choir, 
Horn Quartet, Trombone Choir, Brass Ensemble, Low Brass Ensemble. 
 
Students are encouraged to participate in various small ensembles.  Emphasis will be on one 
student to a part, and participation in solo and ensemble contest will be one of many public 
performance options.  These ensembles are all extra-curricular and rehearse and perform outside 
of school hours. 
 
Winter Percussion Ensemble 
Percussion Ensemble is an extra-curricular activity designed to challenge and enable 
percussionists to expand their skills in mallets, concert percussion and marching percussion.  
Winter Percussion ensemble begins after marching season has ended.  This ensemble will 
perform at concerts, contests, and various local activities.  Membership in Winter Percussion 
Ensemble may at any time be limited to students whose main instrument is percussion.   
 
Description:  The Loveland High School Winter Percussion is an extra-curricular activity 
provided by the Loveland Band Boosters.  All members of the Winter Percussion will be 
expected to pay for the full cost of their uniforms and a participation fee.  Members will also be 
required to fund raise regularly at band booster sponsored Ranch Concessions.  Members are 
expected to attend all rehearsals and performances. 
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Grading Procedure And Policy 
 
Band is a unique course at Loveland High School.  It has curricular requirements, just as any 
other academic discipline, but it also has out-of-class time requirements.  The strength of the band 
program is the consolidation of these requirements into one performance based, academic course 
of study.  The level of commitment from each individual student is the driving force behind the 
organization and is reflected in the level of achievement reached by the individual and the 
program.   
 
Band is a learning activity.  Rehearsals, whether during or after school, are the means by which 
students learn, and by their very nature cannot be reproduced or made-up.  Therefore it is 
imperative that students be present unless the absence is absolutely unavoidable.  Excessive 
rehearsal absences will undoubtedly affect a studentÕs performance.  Although we frequently 
function as conductors, we are primarily teachers responsible for the musical and aesthetic 
education of each student in the band program.  This is the reason we are absolutely insistent 
upon each studentÕs daily participation.  Rehearsals are not optional, and are reflected in the 
studentÕs daily grade. 
 
Performances, whether a football game or a concert, are viewed as major tests: a 
performance is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated in a rehearsal hall or 
practice room; the level of concentration required in a public performance assists each 
student in developing an insight into their own level of performance; a performance is an 
important evaluation tool, allowing comparison of a student’s performance in relation to 
classroom objectives presented and with past performances.  Absences from performances are 
only excused in the event of an extreme emergency: serious illness or hospitalization of the 
student, death in the family, religious holiday, or other reasons deemed excusable by the band 
directors.  All absences from performances must approved be by the band directors.  
 
The band directors take their jobs very seriously.  The band as an organization provides a medium 
through which studentÕs progress academically, musically and socially.  Musicianship, attitude, 
attendance, punctuality, conduct, and a desire for excellence are absolutely expected from each 
member of the Loveland High School Band.  Therefore, individual practice and preparation are 
essential.  No other discipline in education requires the high level of achievement from all 
participants, as does musical performance.  Through the level of commitment required we hope to 
better prepare our students for the responsibilities encountered throughout their lives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A research team exploring the link between music and intelligence reported that music training 
is far superior to computer instruction in dramatically enhancing children’s abstract reasoning 
skills, the skills necessary for learning math and science.  The children who had received the 
musical training performed 34% higher on tests measuring spatial-temporal ability than the 
students who had received private computer lessons or no training.” 

-from Neurological Research, February 28,1997; Frances Rauscher, PH.D; University of 
Wisconsin at Osh Kosh, and Gordon Shaw, PH.D; University of California at Irvine 
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Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensembles Grading Policies 
 
The purpose of providing accurate assessment in band is to create an atmosphere where 
individual progress in the many facets of making music can be monitored to provide the best 
possible success for every member in every ensemble. Band grades are determined by adding 
test/performance points and the daily grade points.   
 
Daily Grade: Students receive 10 points daily for participating in band.  These points are 
awarded automatically.  Points are deducted for the following infractions of rehearsal rules: 
 

Infraction 1st Offense 2nd Offense 3rd Offense 4th Offense
Absent from class -10 -10 -10 & student conference -10 & parent notification
Tardy to Class -5 -5 -5 & student conference -5 & parent notification
No Instrument -10 -10 -10 & student conference -10 & parent notification
No Pencil -5 -5 -5 & student conference -5 & parent notification
No Music in Class -10 -10 -10 & student conference -10 & parent notification
Class Disruption/ -5 -5 -5 & student conference -5 & parent notification
Talk ing
Food/Gum/Non- -5 -5 -5 & student conference -5 & parent notification
H2O Dr inks
Failure to remove -5 -5 -5 & student conference -5 & parent notification
Hat
No Mute/ Reeds -5 -5 -5 & student conference -5 & parent notification
 
Excused Absence Make-up Procedure 
Students can make-up lost daily grade points and concert points if their absence is excused.  ! 
hour of supervised individual or approved ensemble practice or full page report on musical 
subjects or one hour make-up after school (sorting music, cleaning band room, etcÉ).  Students 
must check-in with the directors upon arrival and upon completion.  The directors will sign-off 
for hours completed on the official make-up form.  Students who have missed school due to 
expulsion will be allowed to make-up work for ! the points originally assigned. 

 
Instruments in the Shop 
A written note is required for days when an instrument is in the repair shop and students must 
bring their music and pencil to ÒfingerÓ along in order to get full daily grade points.   
 
Unable to Play Due to Illness 
If a student is unable to play due to an illness or injury, he/she must bring their music and pencil 
to ÒfingerÓ along in order to get full daily grade points. 
 
Concert/ Performances Grade 
All concerts are worth up to 2400 points and major competitions or festivals may be worth up to 
1000 points.  Any absence from a concert (excused or unexcused), except in emergency 
situations, will result in the loss of these points.  Excused absences can be made up using the 
make-up procedure outlined above.   
   
 
“Our schools tend to refine intellects but neglect to discipline emotions.  For anyone to grow up 

complete, music is imperative.”  -Paul Harvey, Broadcaster/ Commentator 
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Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensembles Grading Policies 
 
Performance Grade 
Students are tested and assessed in two possible ways: (1) Recording Assignments. Students 
record assigned scales, technique, and/or excerpts from the band folder and 2) Band Tests: 
Students perform assigned scales, technique, and/or excerpts from the band folder on an 
individual basis in front of their peers. Testing in front of a group provides an important medium 
for playing so that students may become comfortable performing out of studentÕs comfort zones.  
Music is a performing art and students must be able to perform in order to succeed in music.  
These performance-based assessments will cover specific technical growth skills and knowledge 
as well as broader musical growth. 
 
Instrument Condition and Additional Required Materials 
Each member is expected to have all necessary equipment in working order for practice and 
performance.  Brass players should have all mutes and valve oil with them at all times.  
Woodwind players should have a minimum of four excellent quality reeds with them at all times. 
 

Zero Period Grading Policy 
 
Zero period rehearsals are mandatory and are graded.  Zero periods begin at 6:45 a.m.  
 
Marching Band Grading Policy 
 
Marching season incorporates all of the specific skills learned in the large ensembles and uses the 
same grading criteria as outlined above.  Points are assessed in the areas of marching skill, 
memorization of music, and performance of the specific show music.  
 
 In addition to having their instrument, music and pencil, students must also have their drill 
charts and dot books in order to keep their full daily grade for marching band.  
 
Memorization of music and drill is essential to having an outstanding marching band.  
Memorization is tested by section leaders at set dates throughout the marching season.  Section 
leaders individually test members for accuracy in notes, pitches and rhythms for music 
memorization and counts, dot placement (coordinates), facings, and body movements for 
marching memorization.  
 
Each member is expected to have all necessary equipment in working order for practice and 
performance.  

 
Marching rehearsals are almost never cancelled due to inclement weather.  We will not usually 
rehearse outdoors in the rain, unless it is just drizzle or intermittent light rain.  In the event of 
steady rain or snow, we will rehearse indoors and go out at the first opportunity.  In the event of a 
severe weather condition practice will be cancelled and students will be contacted by phone prior 
to the rehearsal meeting time.  Not having the proper attire is not a satisfactory reason for having 
a poor rehearsal.  Students should wear comfortable shoes (preferably low-topped tennis shoes) 
and socks for rehearsals.  This is important in that the style of marching step we use requires that 
the foot and ankle be permitted to move freely.  Sandals are not acceptable attire and are a 
safety hazard to the individual, the ensemble, and staff and directors.  Caps and sunblock are 
recommended.  You may bring water and snacks to the field for breaks.  Horseplay, throwing ice 
or water and other such activities will not be permitted. 
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Audition Procedures 
 
Placement and seating in all sections of Symphonic Band are earned by audition only.  Auditions 
are held during the second quarter.  Auditions will be held on an evening at the high school.   
 

!  All students must audition  
!  The adjudicator(s) will place students in numerical order from first to last 
!  Students will sign-up for an audition time the week before the audition night.  You must 

make your audition time on time, or you will forfeit your audition. 
!  There will be no additional audition date(s).  If you absolutely cannot perform your 

audition on the audition night you must arrange a recording session PRIOR to the 
audition night.  These recording sessions will be recorded by the band directors, and then 
listened to by the adjudicator(s). 

 
Audition Content 
The audition is basically divided into 3 sections: SCALES, PREPARED ETUDES and SIGHT 
READING. 
 
SCALES 
All twelve major scales must be played (ascending and descending). Students should practice 
their scales with their own metronome. Multiple octave scales are expected for woodwinds and 
encouraged for brass players.  Additional points are awarded for faster tempos and for additional 
octaves. All scales must be completed in 90 seconds.  

 
NO MORE THAN TWO MISTAKES (missed note or stutter) MAY BE MADE ON MAJOR 

SCALES IN ANY OCTAVE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THAT OCTAVE. 
  
Chromatic scales are to played slurred and to the full range of the instrument. The Chromatic 
Scale (ascending and descending) must be completed in 30 seconds.  
 
PREPARED ETUDES 
The music for the prepared etudes is typically the same music that is required for All-State Band. 
Both.  There will be two sets of etudes, one technical etude and one lyrical etude.  Students will 
play the technical etude with a metronome at the marking specified on the etudes.  The lyrical 
etude will not be played with a metronome in order to allow for musical expression.  Students 
will be evaluated on Tone Quality, Intonation, Hand/Finger Technique, Tonguing Technique, 
Articulation, Dynamics, Accuracy of Rhythm, Pulse and Overall Musicianship. 
 
SIGHT READING 
Students will be evaluated on Tone Quality, Intonation, Hand/Finger Technique, Tonguing 
Technique, Articulation, Dynamics, Accuracy of Rhythm, Pulse and Overall Musicianship.  The 
adjudicator will give you the sight reading piece and will tell you what metronome marking the 
sight reading piece will be played at.  You will have a short time to scan the piece with your 
metronome playing.  After you scan the adjudicator will tell you to begin.  It is imperative that 
you push through the sight-reading piece even if you mess up. 
 
Once all auditions are tabulated the directors will place students into the two ensembles based on 
instrumentation and audition score. 
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* ANY STUDENT THAT SCORES TOO LOW OF A SCORE ON THEIR AUDITION WILL BE 
PLACED INTO THE CONCERT BAND AT SECOND SEMESTER. 
 
Audition results will be posted on the internet under the members only section of the band web 
page.  All results are final!! 
 
Testing Procedures 
A rubric is used to determine the score(s) in each specific area being judged during the 
performance assessment.  An example of this would be: on a five point scale a student may 
receive a score of 4/5 for tone quality, a score of 5/5 for pulse, a score of 5/5 for correct pitches, 
and a score of 3/5 for rhythmic accuracy, and 4/5 for musical expression (articulation, dynamics, 
style, etc.) for a total score of 21 out of a possible 25 points.   
 
Students are not allowed to re-test because one of the skills the student is testing and 
developing is that of performance.   
 
If a student misses a test because of an excused absence, it is the responsibility of the student 
to schedule a make-up test with the directors the next day the student is in class.  Missed 
tests must be taken the next day the student is in class.  Failure to comply with this rule will 
result in a grade of zero for that test. 
   
Tests missed because of unexcused absences cannot be made-up. 
 
While accidents do sometimes occur, it is up to the student to maintain and ensure that their 
instrument is in excellent playing condition for performance assessments.  Just as a broken 
instrument would never be a legitimate reason to not perform in a concert, so is a broken 
instrument not a legitimate reason to not take a performance assessment. 
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Behavior Guidelines 
 

"  Any student, no matter how accomplished musically or otherwise, may be removed 
from the Loveland High School Band Program due to behavior or breaking of any 
of the rules in this handbook. 

 
"  All school rules and policies (including the LHS Dress Code) are in effect at all band 

functions. 
 

"  Any band member possessing or using any controlled substances, which include tobacco 
and alcohol, during any band function is subject to immediate removal from the 
organization, referral to school authorities, and if applicable, the appropriate law 
enforcement agency. 

 
"  Band members will not play on or play with the equipment of others.  This practice can 

lead to potential damage and a general lack of respect for the property of others.  If you 
see someone picking up an instrument or equipment that is not theirs, remind them of this 
rule. 

 
"  All band members are expected to follow the instructions of any teacher, staff 

member, section leader, drum major or chaperone without question unless the 
instructions are a violation of civil law or moral standards.  Failure to do so is 
insubordination and will be dealt with as such. 

 
"  Destructive and inconsiderate activity will not be tolerated, whether it be something as 

seemingly innocent as playing on a wall, locker or door with drumsticks, bumping things 
with horns or equipment, or something more overt as deliberately damaging equipment, 
throwing objects, writing on walls or leaving trash around.  An organization with class, 
mature members, and pride, will not permit acts such as this.  It is the responsibility of 
everyone to see that these types of things do not occur.  If you see it, stop it.  If they 
refuse to stop, notify a director, staff member, or chaperone immediately. 

 
"  Band members should not remove, play with, hide, or take all or part of another members 

uniform.  The uniform is obviously an essential part of the performance.  If you have a 
problem with your uniform, do not take someone elseÕs.  See the uniform committee 
members for assistance.  It is your responsibility to take care of your own uniform. 

 
"  All students must travel to off-campus activities on district owned vehicles.  If you wish 

to ride home from an event with your parents, you must be signed out by them, in person, 
at the conclusion of the event, and you will be removed from the bus roster.  Students 
will be released only to parents or guardians.  Please be aware of this policy, it is for your 
protection as well as the protection of others. 

 
"  Band members are expected to use good judgment and show respect for others in 

displaying affection.  An impassioned embrace or more ardent demonstration of feeling is 
best kept for private moments.  Band trips and activities are not Òcarte blancÓ make out 
opportunities.  DonÕt embarrass your friends or cheapen your relationship by taking 
things beyond the limit of common decency.  As per LHS school policy, PDA is 
considered a form of sexual harassment.  Just donÕt do it! 
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Behavior Guidelines 
 
"  Sexual harassment of any form will not be tolerated in our band program.  Sexual 

harassment includes all unwanted, uninvited and non-reciprocal sexual attention as well 
as the creation of intimidating, hostile or offensive school or work environment.  
Harassment can include: 

a) Sexually suggestive looks or gestures 
b) Sexual jokes, pictures or teasing 
c) Pressures for dates or sex 
d) Sexually demeaning comments 
e) Deliberate touching, cornering or pinching 
f) Attempts to kiss or fondle 
g) Threats, demands, or suggestions that favors will be granted in 

exchange for sex or tolerance for sexual advances. 
h) Demeaning comments regarding sexual orientation 
i) Public displays of affection 

 
  NOTE: Please respect peopleÕs personal space because it differs for everyone. 
 

If you feel you have been harassed contact the directors so the appropriate action can be 
taken. 

 
"  Any time there is a critical incident involving band members versus any other 

group/individual, or any incident involving police or other authorities, the directors are to 
be notified immediately. 

 
"  Any injury that occurs during a band function should be reported to the director without 

delay. 
 

"  NEVER WALK ALONE at any band contest, festival, trip or other function, band 
members should move from place to place in a group (three or more people).  Do not go 
off by yourself, especially after dark.  To leave the site, you must have permission from 
the director. 

 
"  Kindness and courtesy work miracles in almost every situation.  Remember that 

PLEASE, EXCUSE ME and THANK YOU cost you nothing, and yet are highly valued, 
especially when received from a teenager. 

 
"  There Shall Be No Action For Which An Explanation Is Necessary.  Translation: If you 

think someone might ask you Òwhy did you do that?Ó then donÕt do it, TSBNAFWAEIN! 
 
Note: Students who break rules either on a trip or at school do so selfishly and without thinking of 
the results to them or the effect it could have on classmates and the entire band.  In an outstanding 
ensemble, every participant has a crucial and exacting role to play.  If a person is missing due to a 
disciplinary action, they place an additional burden on every other member in the ensemble and it 
can have disastrous effects on the success of the performance.  
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Travel Rules  
 
As a member of the Loveland High School Band, you will have many opportunities to travel with 
the band.  These trips will range from a one day Òup and backÓ concert to full trips of a week or 
more.  Our primary goal for trips is to provide an educational and musical experience, both for 
the audience and ourselves.  We try to keep the rules as simple and as few as possible.  Using 
common sense and common courtesy will avoid almost all problems. 
 

1. NO DRUGS, NO SMOKING, NO DRINKING* 
2. Loveland High School Dress Code applies at all LHS band related activities. 
3. No girls in boyÕs rooms, no boyÕs in girlÕs rooms for any reason* 
4. No staying out past bed check* 
5. Students are to observe lights out time. 
6. Respect otherÕs property (motel, bus, van, restaurant, etc..).* 
7. NO SWEARING. Profanity is not a part of this band.  Make sure your language is never 

offensive. 
8. All school and civil rules are in effect for the duration of the trip.* 
9. Follow all instructions of directorÕs, staff and chaperones, and treat them with respect. 
10. Students must stay with the group. * 
11. If given Òfree time,Ó students must follow the times given by directors or parents. 
12. Kindness and courtesy work miracles in almost every situation.  Remember that 

PLEASE, EXCUSE ME and THANK YOU cost you nothing, and yet are highly valued, 
especially when received from a teenager. 

13. There Shall Be No Action For Which An Explanation Is Necessary.  Translation: If you 
think someone might ask you Òwhy did you do that?Ó then donÕt do it, 
ÒTSBNAFWAEINÓ! 

 
Any other activities which are perceived as being unbeneficial to the individual or group will be 
dealt with by the directors.  
 
(*)Consequences 
A student caught violating any rules marked above with an asterisk will be immediately removed 
from the group and sent home at their parentÕs expense.  In addition students will receive a failing 
grade for the activity/ competition, and will be subject to the punishment specified in the LHS 
Activities Handbook.  A second offense of these rules will result in being permanently removed 
from the group with a grade of W/F (withdraw fail).  The student will not be allowed to 
participate in band for the remainder of the school year.  In addition, the punishment prescribed 
by the school activities handbook will be enforced. 
 
Detailed information sheets that have information regarding report times, loading information, 
depart times, estimated arrival times, hotel information, and any other pertinent information will 
be distributed as soon as possible prior to any trip. 
 
 
Note: Students who break rules either on a trip or at school do so selfishly and without thinking of 
the results to them or the effect it could have on classmates and the entire band.  In an outstanding 
ensemble, every participant has a crucial and exacting role to play.  If a person is missing due to a 
disciplinary action, they place an additional burden on every other member in the ensemble and it 
can have disastrous effects on the success of the performance.  
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Bus Rules 
 
Much time will be spent traveling on buses.  For the health, safety and comfort for all 
participants, the following rules have been established: 
 

1. Be prompt for all departures. 
2. Do as the bus driver asks when on the bus. 
3. Do not switch or change buses without directorÕs permission. 
4. Loveland High School Dress Code applies at all LHS band related activities. 
5. No unnecessary moving around on the bus.  No standing on seats, sitting on backÕs of 

arms or seats on the bus.   
6. Keep heads and limbs, etc., inside the bus at all times. 
7. iPods and other personal players (headphones only) are allowed on the bus, but for your 

own hearing, the volume level should not be loud enough to be heard by others. 
8. Leave non-essential valuables at home. 
9. Unruly behavior is dangerous and not permitted. 
10. Keep all trash picked up.  Students will be assigned to help clean the bus at the end of 

each trip.  All students should plan to be on a clean-up crew at least once a year. 
11. P.D.A (public display of affection) is in bad taste!  As per LHS school policy, PDA is 

considered a form of sexual harassment.  Just donÕt do it! 
12. On lengthy trips, students will be separated with boys sitting together and girls 

sitting together when it is dark. 
13. Everyone is expected to help load and unload equipment. 
14. Kindness and courtesy work miracles in almost every situation.  Remember that 

PLEASE, EXCUSE ME and THANK YOU cost you nothing, and yet are highly valued, 
especially when received from a teenager. 

15. There Shall Be No Action For Which An Explanation Is Necessary.  Translation: If you 
think someone might ask you Òwhy did you do that?Ó then donÕt do it, 
ÒTSBNAFWAEIN!Ó 

16. Verbal or physical sexual harassment will not be tolerated on busses. 
 
 
Note: Students who break rules either on a trip or at school do so selfishly and without thinking of 
the results to them or the effect it could have on classmates and the entire band.  In an outstanding 
ensemble, every participant has a crucial and exacting role to play.  If a person is missing due to a 
disciplinary action, they place an additional burden on every other member in the ensemble and it 
can have disastrous effects on the success of the performance.  
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Football Games 
 
At football games we are under the observation of the public, even when we are sitting in the 
stands.  We always want to be a beacon of excellence.  Here are some rules to help us achieve our 
goals: 
 

#  Sit in sections: Only members of the band are allowed to sit within the band sections. 
 

#  Food and drink are not allowed in the stands at football games (Except PURE WATER-
which iS encouraged).  You will be given a break during third quarter.  When you re-
enter the band section, get rid of your food and drink without being told. 

 
#  Students must remain in their own row when in the stadium.  It is important to present the 

image of discipline and pride at all times.   
 

#  Have your horn and music ready to play at all times.   
 

#  You are to remain with the band throughout the entire game.  Do not ask to leave early 
(cheerleaders and football players excepted). 

 
#  STAY IN UNIFORM- DO NOT UNBUTTON OR TAKE OFF OVERLAY. 

 
#  Students are required to wear show shirts or under armor underneath marching band 

uniform. 
 

#  Hats will be removed and put back together upon command from the field conductors or 
directors. 

 
#  The band plays only as a group, except when the percussion section plays cadences or in 

support of the cheerleaders.  There should be no individual indiscriminate playing. 
 

#  Always stand when you play the school song or national anthem. 
 

#  When the Loveland High School Band Òfalls inÓ to march to or from any location, there 
is to be absolutely no talking.  When we march in formation, we are observed by the 
public and by other bands, and our tradition of success demands that you exhibit the 
highest level of personal and ensemble discipline at all times.  You are ÒperformingÓ 
whenever you are in public, whether you are getting off the bus, marching to the stadium, 
or on break.  Do not embarrass yourself and your friends by acting in an immature 
manner. 

 
#  Following any football game or competition, it is your responsibility to insure that all 

your equipment is put away correctly.  Everyone is expected, however, to help load and 
unload equipment.   

 
#  Non-band personnel should wait outside the band room to help limit the confusion and 

expedite dismissal.  
 

#  P.D.A (public display of affection) is in bad taste!  As per LHS school policy, PDA is 
considered a form of sexual harassment.  Just donÕt do it! 
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General Rules 
 

 Un-excused tardies/ absences result in a reduction of grade (2% reduction for absence, 
.5% for tardy) If excessive, further disciplinary action will be taken Ð including 
appearance at the Band Judicial Board and/or consideration of removal from the band 
program upon administrative meeting. 

 
 Profanity/Cussing is not tolerated.  Grade reduction, disciplinary action (i.e. referral, 

push-ups, laps) will be immediate consequences.  If excessive, further disciplinary action 
will be taken Ð including appearance at the Band Judicial Board and/or consideration of 
removal from the band program upon administrative meeting.    

 
 No gum/ food in class- you cannot play well with gum, and it damages your instrument- 

you will lose your participation points for the days in which you chew gum. 
 

 Excused absences will adhere to LHS attendance policy.  Daily grade points lost because 
of absences can be made up (see Grading Procedure and Policy). 

 
 No hats/bandanas during indoor rehearsal 

 
 LHS School Dress Code applies at all times – indoors and outdoors! 

 
 You must practice on your instrument to improve.  There will be playing tests 

throughout the year. 
 

 Harassment (sexual or character defamation) of students or staff will not be 
tolerated.  Grade reduction, disciplinary action (i.e. referral, push-ups, laps) will be 
immediate consequences.  If repeated or excessive, further disciplinary action will be 
taken Ð including appearance at the Band Judicial Board and/or consideration of removal 
from the band program upon administrative meeting.    

 
 Be in your seat and ready to play at the tardy bell.  Attendance will be taken as soon as 

the tardy bell sounds.  Rehearsal will begin one minute into the class period. 
 

 Have all necessary materials every day:  1) Instrument 2) Music 3) Reeds/Mutes 4) Valve 
oil 5) Neck straps 6) Pencil (NO PENS) 

  
 It is the responsibility of the student to take care of all music & supplies checked out to 

them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Band Website and Calendar - www.lovelandband.org  

25 

Student Concerns 
 
The Loveland High School Band ProgramÕs goals are numerous.  Besides musical goals, the 
directors and staff wish to instill many life skills in our students.  Problem solving and 
communication are two life skills that we believe are paramount for student success in the world 
of work.  We ask that students be able to communicate with one another, the directors, and with 
fellow students in order to solve problems themselves.  Learning how to properly approach 
someone and communicate a problem is a difficult skill to acquire, but we believe that high 
school students are capable of this and should be held responsible for learning this necessary life 
skill.  Listed below are some guidelines to follow to help students solve problems or concerns. 
 

1) Recognize the problem  
2) Approach the person you have a concern with, and let them know the problem you see 

happening. 
3) Find a compromise with the person and set a plan to be followed by both of you. 
4) If the person you are trying to compromise with refuses to cooperate or is hostile towards 

your requests, consult the directors or an adult (teacher, counselor, parent) to help you 
solve the problem. 

 
It is often the case that problems arise amongst people because of a lack of communication.  
Misunderstandings are more often than not easily solved if the student would communicate with 
the person they are having a problem with and develop a plan to solve the problem. 
 
 

Discipline Process 
 
Students who habitually break any rules in this handbook will be subject to the following 
discipline process: 
 
1st and 2nd offense- Deduction in daily grade points as outlined in the grading procedure policy - possible 
referral.  During marching season Ð physical discipline (i.e. 20 push-ups or two laps). 
3rd Offense- Deduction in daily grade points as outlined in the grading procedure policy and          
parent contact and disciplinary action Ð possible referral.  During marching season Ð physical discipline 
(i.e. 20 push-ups or two laps). 
4th offense- Same as above and a mandatory appearance at the Band Judicial Board. 
5th offense- Deduction in daily grade points as outlined in the grading procedure policy and          
student/parent/teacher/administration conference or removal from class (W/F on  report card).  Above 
discipline still applies. 
 
Depending on the severity of the offense, the directors of the Loveland High School Band 
Program reserve the right to remove any student from class (W/F on grade report card). 
 
Judicial Board 
 
Peer Review Board composed of Band Director(s), Drum Majors, Brass and Woodwind 
Sergeants, Percussion Captain, and the Guard Captain(s).  Students who have committed or been 
accused of a severe infraction of the LHS Band Rules or have reached the 4th level in the 
discipline process will have to appear in front of the band judicial board. 
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Summer Band Camp 
 
Summer Band Camp is mandatory for all members of the marching band.  Band Camp is when 
we come together as a band and begin learning the drill for the marching show.  Check the band 
calendar for this yearÕs band camp dates and times.  Each morning, the band focuses on 
movement, marching, and drill.  Instrumental instructors are brought in for musical sectionals in 
the afternoon and there are fun activities for bonding and band spirit each evening.   
 

Summer Rehearsals 
 
Summer rehearsals will be led by marching band staff.  In order to secure a dot for the marching 
show you must attend as many of these rehearsals as possible.  Permissible reasons to miss any of 
these rehearsals are: family vacation (excused before hand) or a family emergency. 
 

Attitude 
 
Those who have pride in themselves will generally project a positive attitude. 
 
Those who have a positive attitude, regardless of their individual skills, will always have a place 
in the Loveland High School Band Program.  Regardless of your ability, if your attitude is not 
positive and if you are not doing your personal best to make the group successful, you should not 
be a part of this band.  In fact, students who do not project an attitude that is positive and 
cooperative will be given the opportunity to change their personal perspective or thereby choose 
to leave the band the band program. 
 
Characteristics of a positive attitude generally include a cheerful outlook towards rehearsals and 
performances, cooperation in the preparation and maintenance of equipment and facilities, and an 
eagerness to do what is necessary to be successful. 
 
In short the ideal band member is one who is always willing to give their best for the good of the 
organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÒArts education aids students in skills needed in the workplace: flexibility, the ability to solve 
problems and communicate, the ability to learn new skills, to be creative and innovative, and to 
strive for excellence.Ó  

 -Joseph M. Calahan, Director of Corporate Communications, Xerox Corporation 
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Concerts, Concert Attire and Concert Procedures 
 
Using sound as a means to communicate feelings is a uniquely human creation.  To perform 
music for others is a tradition that is thousands of years old.  In our band concerts we continue 
this tradition by sharing our created sounds with our audience.  Students, directors and staff have 
put in numerous hours to prepare for concerts and it is important that we recognize this 
tremendous effort.  Concerts are the culmination of all our hard work and dedication. 
 
Music is a performing art.  Because of this, performance and preparation of music are two of the 
focuses of the band program.  Performing for an audience gives us valuable feedback about our 
progress as individuals, ensembles, and as a program.  Performances are viewed as major tests: a 
performance is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated in a rehearsal hall or practice 
room; the level of concentration required in a public performance assists each student in 
developing an insight into their own level of performance; a performance is an important 
evaluation tool, allowing comparison of a studentÕs performance in relation to classroom 
objectives presented and with past performances.   
 
 
In this handbook is a calendar with the dates of all concerts and performances.  New to the band 
program this year is a calendar on the internet (www.lovelandband.org).  Please mark these dates 
on your calendar.  We ask that families plan ahead and avoid scheduling vacations on 
performance dates.   
 
Absences from performances are only excused in certain cases.  
Emergency Reasons: 

1. serious illness 
2. hospitalization of student or family member 
3. death in the family 

Other Acceptable Reasons: 
1. religious holiday 
2. conflict with school activity that cannot be missed. 

 
Other reasons for absence must be approved by the director. 
 
All absences must be pre-approved in writing by the directors at least two weeks before the 
day of the concert, except in cases of emergency as mentioned above.  In cases of emergency 
a doctor’s or parents note must be given to the directors in order to have it deemed excused. 
  
 
AN UNEXCUSED ABSENCE OF A PERFORMANCE WILL MOST LIKELY RESULT 
IN A FAILING GRADE (F) FOR THE NINE WEEK QUARTER. 
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Concerts, Concert Attire and Concert Procedures 
 
Concert Attire 
 
Concert Band Concert Attire 
Men: Dress slacks (black in color), white or black collared shirt, tie, black dress shoes, black 
socks, and black shoes.  Hair should be groomed and not fashioned in a way to draw attention to 
an individual and from the ensemble. 
Women: Long black skirt (below the knee) or black dress pants (no short skirts, see belowÉ), 
white or black shirt or blouse, black shoes, black socks or pantyhose, and black shoes.  Hair 
should be groomed and not fashioned in a way to draw attention to an individual and from the 
ensemble. 
 
Our stage sits at audience eye level.  With the height of our stage it is unacceptable for women 
to wear any skirt that does not at least cover the knees.  Any ladies wearing such attire the day 
of a concert will be asked to change into something more appropriate, or be dismissed from the 
concert with a resulting grade of Ò0Ó for the concert.  This rule is in effect for your protection.  
 
Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony 
Men: Tuxedos will be checked out to you in the fall.  
Women: Dresses need to be purchased in the fall. 
 
In the fall, tuxedos will be fitted and checked out for students in the competitive ensembles.  
Sign-up sheets will be posted in the band room for these fittings.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to sign-up and have their concert attire fitted.  Our uniform committee is extremely busy, 
and neither they, nor the directors will tolerate students waiting until the last minute to have their 
concert attire fitted.  Upon checkout, students will be given a sheet with cleaning and 
maintenance instructions.  It is the responsibility of the student to follow these instructions.  
Students will turn in their uniforms at the end of the year.  Parent volunteers will collect the 
concert attire and check for damages.  Any damages found will be charged to the studentÕs band 
account or to the school fee and fine list.   
 
Students must wear black dress shoes (NO SNEAKERS) and guys need to wear black dress 
socks.  
 
Jazz Ensembles 
The directors and members of the jazz band will decide on a uniform for the jazz ensembles.     
 
 
Concert Attire Rules 
 

1. Have your attire fitted in a timely fashion on assigned fitting days 
2. Arrive to concerts early to make sure you have enough time in case of a uniform 

emergency (missing button, broken zipper, etcÉ)  
3. Do not eat or drink while wearing your concert attire (water is acceptable) 
4. Leave all parts of your attire on while in public (ties, cummerbund, etcÉ) 
5. Be careful moving equipment while your concert attire is on 
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Concerts, Concert Attire and Concert Procedures 
 

Concert Procedures 
The morning before the concert, a committee of students will be asked to come in early and move 
equipment to the auditorium.   
 
The Evening of the Concert 
Band members are expected to be in the band room (or other designated area) with equipment 
ready at the time designated by the director.  
 
The directors will be around before the concert to help students warm-up and organize.  
Approximately ten minutes before the start of the concert, all students are to move to the 
auditorium.  Before leaving for the auditorium check to make sure that you have all instruments, 
music, books, mutes and reeds.  Students will sit together by ensemble in the back of the 
auditorium. 
 
When it is your turn to perform, enter the stage using the stairs on stage right (house left).  When 
you are finished with your performance, exit the stage on the stage left stairs (audience right), and 
return to the back of the auditorium to watch the remainder of the concert. 
 
It is important for all students to watch their friends and peers perform.  Every performer 
enjoys playing for a full audience, and it is important that you support your friends and 
peers by staying for the entire concert.  Please display appropriate concert etiquette (see 
below) at all times.  This especially includes keeping all talking to an absolute minimum. 
 
Concert Etiquette-A Polite Request 
While you never want to leave a concert performance, emergencies do sometimes occur.  If at all 
possible, wait to exit the auditorium until between songs.  It is distracting to the performers and 
fellow audience members to have people moving in and out. Talking or whispering during a 
performance keeps others in the audience from both hearing and enjoying the performance.  Such 
activities can also distract the performers, interfering with their concentration. 
 
When young children attend formal concerts, they learn to be good audience participants.  
Crying, chattering and otherwise noisy children, however, should be taken from the performance 
immediately and should return when such behavior does not recur. 
 
At the conclusion of the concert all students are to help stack chairs and stand carts, and return 
percussion equipment to the band room.  All equipment must be returned to the band room, all 
chairs and stands must be placed in proper rehearsal order, and all chairs on stage must be in 
proper order.  If everyone helps with this, we will all be able to finish in a timely manner.   
 
It is very important for students to acknowledge praise from family and community members in a 
mature fashion, even if you felt your or the groupÕs performance was not exceptional.  People 
who praise your performance are not doing so to patronize you.  If someone praises your efforts 
thank them in a polite non-sarcastic manner.  These audience members may have been sincerely 
moved by your performance and if you react to their praises in a negative or pessimistic way it 
will destroy their experience and leave a negative message in their thoughts.     

 
Absolutely no horseplay will be tolerated before during or after any concert or 

performance.  
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Uniform Information 
 
When you are in uniform, you are no longer just an individual, but a representative of our band, 
school, and community. 
 
Uniforms are expensive and are expensive to maintain.   
 
In order to help maximize the life of our uniforms the following guidelines have been established. 
 

1. Uniforms, when not worn, should be transported in a uniform bag at all times.  Shoes 
should not be placed in the bag with the uniform. 

2. Appropriate clothing must be worn underneath the uniform at all times.  All students 
must wear thin, tight-fitting shorts and a black band t-shirt underneath their uniform.  
This is to save on uniform damage caused by perspiration. DO NOT WEAR BAGGY 
CLOTHES UNDERNEATH YOUR UNIFORM: THIS MAKES THE BAND LOOK 
SLOPPY.  

3. Leave all parts of your attire on and buttoned while in public (hats may be taken off 
when appropriate) 

4. Be careful moving equipment while your uniform is on. 
5. Students are responsible for part of a uniform that they damage or lose.  Students 

will be assessed the actual cost for lost or damaged uniform parts. 
 

The way you wear your uniform reflects the pride you have in your band.  Our uniform, when 
worn properly, projects an image of pride and dignity.  It is everyoneÕs responsibility to see 
that all members respect and care for the uniform and that the uniform is worn properly at all 
times. 
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Competitions, Contests and Festivals 
 
Competitions, contests, festivals, and other adjudicated activities are important features of the 
Loveland High School Band Program.  Through these activities we obtain valuable feedback 
about our progress as individuals and as a program.   

 
At Loveland High School our aim is to never to beat others, rather our focus is to always be 
the best that we can be.  We compete only with ourselves and with achieving our own lofty 
goals.  Although we shall never Òlive or dieÓ by any judgeÕs or any panelÕs opinion of our 
performance, it is important that we learn the value of giving maximum effort and standing by the 
results as our best possible effort. 
 
Performances are filled with emotion.  Because of the time, work, and discipline required to 
produce performances, we develop a great camaraderie within the organization.  We share 
hardship, discomfort, fatigue, heat, chilling cold, long bus rides, tears, success and joy. 
 
Along with these emotions, high levels of tension come as well. This often causes students to 
react immaturely.  We learn to avoid these normal pitfalls and channel our energy and attention 
toward the goal of performance excellence and the ultimate success that will follow. 
 
All members of the Loveland High School Band Program will stand with silent pride as 
scores are announced and graciously accept the results regardless of outcome.  We show our 
appreciation and respect for those who have earned the right to score ahead of us and gracefully 
accept our own successes.  Many of our competitors will not understand that we are able to 
congratulate those who are ahead of us and appreciate their performance.  Those are the people 
that will not ever know the true reason for participating in competition, but will mistakenly equate 
winning with coming in first.  We will come in first when we deserve to based on our 
performance.  Until then, we know ÒwinningÓ is the state of every individual having endured 
hardships, taken the chance of competing, and done their personal best in the pursuit of 
excellence. 
 
Success in our band program is realizing the goals we have set for ourselves, and having 
tremendous pride in the work ethic and dedication it took for us to achieve those goals.  No 
trophy, plaque or certificate can ever replace the feeling of earned accomplishment. 
 
The bandÕs image is based on each individual.  Our public reputation is based on our appearance, 
our actions, and our projection of pride and organization.  It is the responsibility of each 
member to insure that we present the best possible image at all times. 
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Instrument and Equipment Care 
 
School-Owned Instruments:  
 
Wind Instruments 
We have a limited number of the larger more expensive wind instruments for use by Loveland 
High School musicians in the band program.  There is a yearly non-refundable $40.00 fee 
charged to rent instruments for use during the school year.  This fee will cover the rental of the 
school instrument for one calendar year.  The rental fee does not include repair fees.  
Instruments are checked out to students in playable condition and it is up to the renter family to 
pay for any repairs or maintenance that the instrument may require during the school year.   
 
Students/parents/guardians are responsible for taking the instrument in at the end of the 
year for an end of the year cleaning, maintenance, and repair (usually ranging in price from 
$50-$120) to an approved repair shop.  Please budget about $10 a month for repair 
expenses. 
 
A checkout form will be issued to the student to take home to have signed by parents or 
guardians.  This form will include information about the instrument (make, model, serial number) 
and the condition of the instrument.  It is up to the renter family to check over the instrument and 
make sure that the instrument is in the condition the form dictates.  Renter families must be 
diligent in doing this because the instrument must be returned in the condition it was in when the 
instrument was issued.   
 
In addition, renter families are responsible for providing accessories and supplies such as 
approved mouthpieces, mutes, valve oil, reeds, etc.  Due to health reasons we are strictly 
enforcing that members buy their own mouthpiece.  Ask the directors to find out which 
mouthpiece is suitable for your instrument.   
 
If in the opinion of the directors or staff, a school-owned instrument is not being properly cared 
for at any time during the school year, it is the directorÕs prerogative to remove the instrument 
from the studentÕs possession. 
 
Percussion Instruments 
A priority of the directors of the band program is to purchase the finest percussion equipment 
available.  The percussion industry has seen a tremendous renaissance in the past twenty years 
and we believe it important for our percussionists to know and understand the latest developments 
in these industries.  In order for us to justify spending as much of our budget as we do on 
percussion equipment, it is paramount that Loveland High percussionists understand their role 
regarding percussion equipment. 
 
Percussionists are required to pay the same $40.00 rental fee outlined above in school-owned 
wind instruments.  Percussionists, like wind players renting school instruments, are paying this 
fee for rental and insurance protection against stolen or destroyed instruments.  Percussionists, 
like wind players, are also responsible for maintenance and care of school-owned instruments.  
Replacement of damaged drumheads; mallets and sticks are not the responsibility of students 
unless the act involved in the damage is deemed negligent by the directors or staff.  Percussionists 
will be instructed as to how to properly handle and care for all school-owned percussion 
instruments to prevent in any negligent damage to instruments.   
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Instrument and Equipment Care 
 

Color Guard Equipment 
One of the directorÕs biggest priorities since coming to Loveland High School was to build a 
championship level color guard, at Loveland High School.  One of the ways the directorÕs have 
set out to do this is to purchase the highest quality guard equipment available.  All flags, rifles, 
sabers and any other equipment used by the color guard will be supplied by the band program. 
 
Equipment Rules    
Here are some important rules for all band members to follow regarding equipment.  If all 
students follow the rules outlined below, negligent damage to equipment will stay at a minimum. 
 

1. No one should play or handle an instrument that is not theirs.  THIS INCLUDES THE 
PERCUSSION EQUIPMENT. 

 
2. When you are not playing your instrument, rest it in a low-traffic, readily seen, non-

elevated location, preferably grouped with many other instruments, especially on the 
marching field.  Numerous accidents occur every year because of these situations.  
Preventative insurance is the best and cheapest kind of insurance! 

 
3. Music stands are for holding music only.  Please do not lean on or write on the music 

stands. 
 

4. No instruments should be stored in the rehearsal areas of the band room at any time.  Any 
instruments left out will be confiscated and the student will be penalized before getting 
their instrument back. 

 
5. No low brass cases, trombone cases or larger, or low woodwind cases, bass clarinet cases 

and larger, should be brought into the band room.  Our rehearsal space is much too small 
to have cases this size in our rehearsals.  We will be able to operate much more 
efficiently with this rule. 

 
6. No cases are to be placed on the access steps on the North and South sides of the band 

room.  These steps provide the only access to back rows of the band room and to the 
percussion section.  Cases in this area are a safety and fire hazard.  Students habitually 
violating this rule will have points removed from their daily grade. 

 
7. Check with the directors or staff if your instrument needs repair.  Some problems are 

minor and may be fixed easily.  Students/Parents, we recommend that you never try 
to repair an instrument yourself! 

 
8. All markings on music should be made in pencil only.  Students turning in music with 

pen markings will be forced to replace the music at full cost.  
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Instrument Upgrades 
 
By high school, students who are still playing on their beginner instruments may want to consider 
the purchase of a professional or upper-level intermediate instrument.  Better quality instruments 
will enable students to learn more quickly and with greater ease.  
 
Beginning instruments are intended for beginners.  They are specifically made with the wear and 
tear and cost of the beginner in mind.  Because of this, big sacrifices in sound and materials are 
sacrificed.  Top-of-the-line instruments are specifically made with the sound of the instrument  
in mind.  Because of this, manufacturers want the best possible materials and construction to 
make the best sounding instrument possible, no matter the cost. The instruments listed below are 
recommended by the directors and staff of the Loveland High School Band Department.  These 
instruments are all top quality and with proper care will last for a lifetime. 
 
Flute:  Powell, Haynes 

Yamaha Models-300 Series or Higher 
 
Oboe:  Intermediate-Fox Model 333 or 300   

Professional-Yamaha YOB-831 
                     Loree Standard or AK Model 

 
Bassoon: Intermediate-Schreiber WS5013 
  Professional-Fox Model II, Puchner, Schreiber- WS 5131 
 
Clarinet: Professional-Buffett R-13 
  Intermediate-Buffett E-11 
 
Alto Sax: Intermediate-Yamaha 32 or 52  
  Professional-Selmer Super Action 80 (Series II, III or I), Selmer Mark VI 
          Yamaha Proline Models 
 
Trumpet: Bach Stradivarius 180 (37 or 72 light weight bell) 
  Yamaha Zeno Model 
 
Horn:  Conn 8D 
  Holton H-279 
  Yamaha 667D 
 
Trombone:  Bach 42 Open Wrap 

Edwards T350 
Conn 88H 
 

Euphonium:  Willson 2950S 
Besson 2051, Besson 900 Series 

 
Tuba:   Perantucci PT-1, PT-605 
 
 
As with any instrument concern, we recommend that students and parents consult with the 
directors or private instructor before any instrument purchase. 
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Private Lessons 
 
It is no secret that one of the ways the Loveland High School Band Program has become an 
outstanding program in the state of Colorado is because of private lessons.  74% of students in the 
Wind Symphony and Symphonic Band currently take private lessons.  Private lessons are the key 
to developing and maintaining the quality of our band program.  Students who study their 
instruments privately with a master musician show rapid improvement in individual 
musicianship.  As these students improve, their excitement towards practicing increases, they 
continue to improve, and they become a strong contributor to the overall success of the band 
program.   
 
Loveland High School is very fortunate to be located in an area where private music instructors 
are numerous and highly qualified.  In addition to much local talent, there are three large 
universities within easy driving distance.  Private study can enhance a studentÕs participation in 
any fine ensemble.  Many of the finer points of instruction can be covered in greater depth than is 
possible in the classroom.  Every student is encouraged to study privately if possible.  Group 
lessons can also be made available at LHS for certain instruments.   
 
Private instruction is offered as enrichment, not as remedial instruction.  It is encouraged for the 
complete development of each studentÕs potential as a musician.  Private lessons are not required.  
A studentÕs placement in the band program, and his or her grades are not dependent upon 
participation in private lessons. 
 
The directors will assist you, if needed, in selecting a private instructor.  The key to satisfactory 
results from private instruction is to start as soon as possible….SO START NOW. 
 
 
StudentÕs responsibilities to the private teacher: 
  

1. Be fully prepared for each lesson. 
2. Bring a pencil, method book, and any other required material to each lesson 
3. Keep a written assignment for each lesson. 
4. Notify the private teacher 24 hours in advance or more in the event a lesson must be 

cancelled.   
5. Ask questions and utilize your lessons as much as possible.  Your instructor is a 

master on their instrument, he/she knows what it takes to be outstanding on your 
instrument, so listen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ÒI believe arts education in music, theater, dance and visual arts is one of the most 

creative ways we have to find the gold that is buried beneath the surface.  They (children) 
have an enthusiasm for life, a spark of creativity and vivid imaginations that need 

trainingÉtraining that prepares them to be confident young men and women.Ó 
-U.S Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley 
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Recommended Private Lesson Instructors 
 
Flute 
Carolyn Keyes    419 308 0996   Carolyn.r.keyes@colorado.edu 
Emma Shubin    585 704 5751  emma.shubin@gmail.com 
ÔCille Lutsch    970 622 0080 
Sam Singleton    970 330 3425 
 
Oboe 
Sarah Melander    720 352 8966 
Daren Weissfisch    201 679 1442 
Marilyn Johnson    970 667 7506 
Gary Moody    970 491 6344 
 
Bassoon 
Steve Hannah    970 613 9891 
James Massol    407 797 0088  jamesmsl@yahoo.com 
Gary Moody    970 491 6344 
 
Clarinet 
Linda Shea    719 439 2964  sheaclarnt@aol.com 
Adelle Mayne    970 590 5390  mayneclarinet@gmail.com 
Erik Johnson    720 364 1858  domisol@aol.com 
Kay Broughton    970 667 7487 
April Johannesen    303 746 0683 
 
Saxophone 
Mr. Arau    970 214 4018  araum@thompson.k12.co.us 
Aakash Mittal    970 231 0858  aakashmittalmusic@gmail.com 
Sam Williams    858 357 3637 
Wil Swindler    303 775 6732 
 
Trumpet 
Don Williams    970 518 5566  drwtrumpet@yahoo.com 
Andrew Bishop    970 672 6078  trptshallsound@aol.com 
Bill Pfund    970 454 2642  wapfund@hotmail.com   
 
Horn 
Taylor Townsend    719 250 1540  k2karatekid@hotmail.com 
Jason Johnston    970 988 3838 
 
Trombone/Euphonium 
John Neurohr    303 981 5728  stark_posaune@hotmail.com 
Gary Mayne    970 590 1198  gary@garymayne.com 
Nick Peterson    970 689 0007  nickpeterson22@hotmail.com 
 
Tuba 
Mr. Vogel     609 458 1724  vogela@thompson.k12.co.us 
Rob Stahly     719 201 9831  rjstahly@gmail.com 
 
Percussion 
Alex Entin    720 989 4313  alexentin@gmail.com 
Shilo Stroman    970 420 4076  sstroman@mac.com 
   

Private Individualized Instruction is encouraged for all LHS Band Students 
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Practice Tips 
 

ÒThou Shalt Not Fake ItÓ 
 
A serious high school musician must practice everyday to improve his or her playing ability.  It is 
not unreasonable to expect every member of the band to practice at least ! HOUR EVERY DAY. 
 
Your progress in high school band depends a great deal on what is achieved during daily practice 
sessions outside of the band rehearsal.  Learning takes place in school, but proficiency is gained 
at home.  Rehearsals are intended to increase an individualÕs ensemble skills and awareness not 
individual weaknesses.  These skills cannot be developed anywhere but in the practice room.  
 
Time Schedule 
A half hour a day is the minimum amount of practice time recommended for the average student.  
Practice at the same time everyday (example: 4:00-4:30 daily on weekdays, weekends may vary).  
Make practicing part of your daily routine, like brushing your teeth.  If you make it a habit, 
practicing will become a necessity for your daily life. 
 
Climate 
Practicing should be done in an area that is free of distractions away from the TV, radio, stereo, 
telephone, and family traffic.  Good lighting, a straight-backed chair, a mirror, a tuner, a music 
stand, and a metronome are absolutely essential. 
 
 
It’s HOW You Practice That Counts 

1) Incorrect habits are sometimes more easily developed than correct habits, and a habit is 
hard to change so, THINK when you practice.  DonÕt practice hard, practice SMART.  
DonÕt just go through the motions.  Remember, the playing of your instrument comes 
through development of coordination, just like any athlete.  Impatience is the enemy of 
the ambitious player.   

 
2) Set a goal for your practice session, a line or two of music, an exercise, scale, or even a 

measure that is giving you trouble.  DonÕt try to do too much at one sitting.  
  

3) Isolate a problem or a section in a piece of music.  It may be a rhythm, measure or line.  
Work it slow enough at first so you can think about every note that you are playing.  
Once you can play the difficult spot perfectly at least three times in a row, slightly 
increase the tempo.  Before you leave that trouble section put it back in the context of the 
music. 

 
4) Human beings learn by repetition.  Practice trouble spots diligently for several days or 

even weeks.  Practicing it once is not enough.  Train your muscles to memorize difficult 
spots in music.  It is muscle memory that you are aiming to achieve. 

 
5) In technical passages, change rhythms and articulations (slurring and tonguing) for even, 

accurate, fluid technique. 
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Practice Tips 
 

A sample 30 minute practice routine might look like this: 
 
Material Practiced   Minutes Goal                                                      . 
Long Tones, lip-slurs, ÒFoundations 5  Warm-up embouchure and instrument,  
Exercises,Ó slow tempo, rudiments   beauty of tone 
 
Scales (circle of 5ths),   5  Improve technique, strengthen facility  
technical exercises     on your instrument 
 
New Material, individual   10  Develop facility on difficult passages,  
improvement, assignments, sight-   increase various skills 
reading 
 
Familiar exercises and etudes  5  Maintain learned music 
 
Personal Music Choices   5  Play music you enjoy playing 
 
 
Parents, here are some things you can do to help your students practice:  

1) Help your student to find a suitable practice area in your home. 
 
2) Be patient with your student.  Sometimes the sounds coming from a practice session 

might be strident, crass, or plain deafening.  The worst thing a parent can do is to ask 
their student to stop practicing or to practice softer.  Musical concepts such as breathing 
and projection require your student to play with a full sound.  If you discover your 
studentÕs practice time is unmanageable with you or other family members, arrange a 
different, consistent practice time for your student. 

 
3) Ask your student perform frequently for you or your friends or family.  It may feel 

uncomfortable for your student at first, but they will grow accustomed to it as they 
perform for you more and more.  Performance is an essential aspect of being in band,  
and helps your student to overcome any fears they may have of performing. 

 
4) Ask your student questions about their practicing.  Ask what they are playing, what a 

piece is about, or what concepts they are working on.  If you are feeling especially 
adventurous, ask your student to teach you how to play their instrument. 

 
IF YOU HEAR THINGS THAT YOUR STUDENT CAN ALREADY PLAY, THEY ARE 
NOT GETTING THE MOST OUT OF THEIR PRACTICE TIME, AND THEY WILL NOT 
IMPROVE! 
Students: IF YOU SOUND GOOD IN THE PRACTICE ROOM, YOU ARE NOT 
PRACTICING THE CORRECT THINGS! 
 

ÒI get very lucky at performances.  ItÕs funny, however, the more I practice, the luckier I get!Ó 
-Anonymous 
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Band Awards and Awards Night 
 
The band program has several awards that are set to reward student achievement in various areas.  
All members who satisfactorily complete the school year in band will be awarded.  The majority 
of these awards reward accomplishment and extra-curricular activity and achievement in the band 
area. 
 
Band Letter- The band letter represents the tremendous effort, time and dedication a student 
invests in the LHS Band Program.  The letter rewards students for the efforts spent in the 
ensemble that are not graded in the classroom.  For information on how to earn a band letter see 
the page ÒBand Letter AwardÓ in this handbook. 
 
Jazz Band Letter- The jazz band letter, like the band letter, rewards students for the efforts spent 
in the ensemble that are not graded in the classroom.  For information on how to earn a band 
letter see the page ÒBand Letter AwardÓ in this handbook. 
 
Color Guard Letter- The color guard letter represents the tremendous effort, time and dedication 
a student invests in the LHS Band Program.  The letter rewards students for the efforts spent in 
the ensemble that are not graded in the classroom.  For information on how to earn a color guard 
letter see the page ÒBand Letter AwardÓ in this handbook. 
 
John Phillip Sousa Award-For 50 years, thousands of high schools have honored their top band 
students with the John Phillip Sousa Award.  The pinnacle of achievement in a high school band 
program, the Sousa Award recognizes outstanding dedication and superior musicianship, qualities 
that all directors seek to instill in all students.  Only one student per year will receive the Sousa 
Award.  To be eligible a student must be in band all four years, be a senior, and have served as a 
section leader.  In the spring after the last concert band members of the wind symphony will vote 
by secret ballot to elect the winner of the Sousa Award.  The recipient of the award will receive a 
desk piece, certificate, and lapel pin to present at the annual awards night. 
 
Louis Armstrong Jazz Award-Louis Armstrong introduced listeners around the world to jazz 
with his outstanding playing and enthusiasm for the art form.  The student displaying these same 
qualities in the area of jazz will be awarded the Armstrong Award.  The recipient of the award 
will receive a desk piece, certificate, and lapel pin to present at the annual awards night. 
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Band Letter Award 
 
Philosophy Statement 
A band letter should be a source of pride to the lettering student.  The letter represents the tremendous 
effort, time and dedication a student invests in the LHS Band Program.  A letter should reward the student 
for the efforts spent in the ensemble that are not graded in the classroom.  The key element in any lettering 
program is that a student must spend extra time and effort to earn a letter.  This includes an amount of time 
spent fund raising for the good of the organization.  A letter that is granted merely for participating in the 
class lessens the value and meaning of the letter to all who receive the award. 
 

Point total necessary to letter in band: 170 
Category 1: Symphonic Band Points    
Audition Score of 350 or Better 10    
Auditioning or any Honor Band 10    
Award of Special Distinction 10    
Instrument Fill-in for Concerts 10    
Participation in an Honor Band 25    
Pep Bands 5 (per game)    
Private Lessons (minimum of 18) 25    
Small Ensemble Participation 25    
Solo and Ensemble Participation I Rating: 10 II Rating: 8 III Rating: 6  
Special Service to Band 25    
Symphonic Band Camp 25    
Minimum points from this category: 60 Points    
     
Category 2: Marching Band Points    

Band Camp 25    
Brass/Woodwind/Percussion Camps 10 (per camp)    
Drill Camps 10 (per camp)    
Rookie Camp 10 (per camp)    
Saturday Rehearsals 5 (per day)    
Section Leader 25     
Sectionals 1 (per rehearsal)    
Summer Rehearsals 5 (per rehearsal)    
Minimum points from this category: 85 Points    
     
Category 3: Fundraising Points    
March-a-thon 3 points per $100 

raised. 
   

       $200 raised 6    
       $400 raised 12    
       $600 raised 18    
Misc. Fund Raisers TBA by directors    
The Ranch Concessions 3  (per session)    
Santa Breakfast  2 pts setup/3pts 

breakfast 
   

Sculpture in the Park 3 (5 hours)    
Minimum points from this category: 25 points    
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Band Letter Award  
 
Conditions for Lettering: 
To letter the following conditions must be met: 
1. Student must be in band all year long.  If a student moves in, they must have proof that they 
were a band member in their former school. 
2. Students must maintain at least a B average in band on their semester report card grades. 
3. Students must earn the minimum amount of points in the following categories: Marching Band, 
Symphonic Band and Fundraising. 
4. In the fundraising category, students must earn their own points. 
5. Band fees must be paid in full before April 1, 2011. 
 
Policy: 
Every student who successfully completes the year of band at LHS will receive a band certificate 
at the end of the year awards ceremony.  Students who earn the correct total of points or more 
will receive a band letter.  First time lettering students will receive a band letter, pin and bar.  
Each subsequent year, a student will receive a bar to be placed on their letter.  Participants who 
letter can also receive a jazz band endorsement pin to be placed on the letter. 
 
Conditions that will forfeit the awarding of a letter: 
A. Unexcused absence from any performance 
B. Any severe infraction of school or band book rules (i.e. drinking alcoholic beverages on a trip, 
wandering away from the group on a trip) 
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Jazz Band Letter Pin 
 
Policy: 
To be in Jazz Band students must first be a member of the Symphonic/Concert band program.  
Exceptions are students who may play instruments that are not considered part of the concert 
band (guitar, piano, bass).  Each of those students will be dealt with in a case-by-case manner.  
Students who successfully earn the jazz band letter pin endorsement will receive a pin to be 
awarded at the end of year awards ceremony. 
 

Point total necessary to earn a letter pin in Jazz: 105 
Activity or Event: Points:    
     
Circle of 5ths or modes under one minute 25    
Sectional Attendance On time                  3 Up to 10 minutes late 2   
All -State Jazz Band 50    
Other Jazz Honor Bands 25    
Auditioning for all-state jazz band 10    
I at Jazz Festival 15    
Receiving an outstanding soloist award 50    
Soloing in a school concert 50    
Consistent performance in jazz combo 50    
Private Jazz lessons 30    
Instrument of need 20    
Instrument fill-in volunteer 5 Per concert   
Non-LHS Band Camp/Week Long 20 Counts for upcoming year   
Non-LHS Band  Mini-Camp (1-3 days) 20 Counts for upcoming year   
 
Conditions that will forfeit the awarding of a letter pin: 
A. Unexcused absence from any performance 
B. Any severe infraction of school or band book rules (i.e. drinking alcoholic beverages on a trip) 
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Color Guard Letter Award 
Philosophy Statement: 
A color guard letter should be a source of pride to the lettering student.  The letter represents the tremendous effort, 
time and dedication a student invests in the LHS Guard program.  A letter should reward the student for their effort 
spent in the ensemble that are not graded in the classroom.  The key element in any lettering program is that a student 
must spend extra time and effort to earn a letter.  This includes an amount of time spent fundraising for the good of the 
organization.  A letter that is granted merely for participating in the class lessens the value and meaning of the letter to 
all who receive the award.  A color guard letter awards participation in both marching band and winter guard or two 
consecutive marching seasons. 
Policy: 
Every student who successfully completes a year of marching band and winter guard will receive a marching band and 
winter guard certificate at the end of the year awards ceremony.  Students who earn the correct total of points or more 
will receive a band letter.  First time lettering students will receive a band letter, guard pin and bar.  Each subsequent 
year, a student will receive a bar to be placed on their letter. 
 

Point total necessary to letter in Color Guard: 123 
Category 1: Marching Band/Winter Guard Points    
Band Camp 25    
Color Guard Camps 10 (per camp)    
Drill Camps 10 (per camp)    
Saturday Rehearsals 5 (per day)    
Section Leader 25     
Sectionals 1 (per rehearsal)    
Summer Rehearsals 5 (per rehearsal)    
Winter Guard Competitions 5 (per comp.)    
Minimum points from this category: 105 points    
     
Category 2: Fundraising Points    

Bingo 3 (per session)    
March-a-thon:  3 points per $100 

raised 
   

       $200.00 raised 6    
       $400.00 raised 12    
       $600.00 raised 18    
Misc. Fund Raisers TBA by directors    
The Ranch Concessions 3 (per session)    
Santa Breakfast  2 pts setup/3pts 

breakfast 
   

Sculpture in the Park 3 (5 hours)    
Minimum points from this category: 25 points    
 
Conditions for Lettering 
To letter the following conditions must be met: 
A.  Students must be in guard all year long.  If a student moves in, they must have proof that they were a band member 
in their former school. 
B. Students must participate in marching band and winter guard 
C. Students must maintain a B average in band on their semester report card grades. 
D. Students must earn the minimum amount of points in the following categories: Marching Band, Symphonic Band 
and Fundraising. 
E. In the fundraising category, students must earn their own points. 
F. Band fees must be paid in full. 
Conditions that will forfeit the awarding of a letter: 
A. Unexcused absence from any performance 
B. Any severe infraction of school or band book rules (i.e. drinking alcoholic beverages on a trip) 
C. Not completing the season 
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Individual and Ensemble Opportunities 
 
Honor bands and Solo and Ensemble contest are an important part of student growth and 
achievement while in high school.  These bands give students an opportunity to see and hear the 
level of other students on their instruments.  This gives students a Òreal worldÓ gauge as to their 
level on their instrument.  The skills learned in these types of musical experiences carry over into 
the full band experience and help to improve the quality of our bandÕs performance. 
 
All State Band 
This band is the pinnacle of achievement for a high school band member.  The 120 member All-
State Symphonic Band is comprised of the best individuals in the state of Colorado.  Sectionals 
with University of Northern Colorado faculty, staff, and students, rehearsals with the finest wind 
conductors in the world, a collage concert, ensembles concert, over-the-hill band concert, and the 
culminating Saturday student concert highlight the many educational activities of the All-State 
Band Weekend.  All-State Weekend is usually held the last weekend in March or the first 
weekend in April. 
  
Students audition for the band in late November.  Audition materials will be sent to students in 
the summer months prior to the school year.  It is highly recommended that students study their 
audition with a private instructor in order to have the best audition possible. 
 
All-State Jazz Band 
This band is the pinnacle of achievement for a high school jazz band member.  The 20 member 
All -State Jazz Band is comprised of the best individuals in the state of Colorado.  Members of the 
ensemble rehearse and perform at the five-star Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs, Colorado 
for the annual Colorado Music Educators Association Conference.   
 
Students rehearse with top jazz directors from around the world and perform at the final concert 
on Saturday afternoon.  The All-State Jazz Band is usually held the third weekend in January. 
 
Students audition for the band in October.  Audition materials will be sent to students in the 
summer months prior to the school year upon request.  It is highly recommended that students 
study their audition with a private instructor in order to have the best audition possible. 
 
University of Colorado Honor Band 
The University of Colorado Honor Band is held in the lovely Macky Auditorium in Boulder, 
Colorado.  This 100 member band is comprised of some of the best individuals in the state of 
Colorado.   
 
Master classes, rehearsals with the worlds finest wind conductors, a collage concert, and the 
culminating Saturday concert, highlight this honor bandÕs activities.  The honor band is open by 
live audition only.  This honor band is usually held the first weekend of March. 
 
Colorado State University Honor Band 
This Honor Band is open to 10th-12th grade students.  Auditions are typically held in November.  
The performance is held in the CSU Griffin Concert Hall.  The performance is typically in 
February. 
 
Northern Colorado Honor Band 
This Honor Band is open to 9th-12th grade students.   
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Individual and Ensemble Opportunities 
 
Solo and Ensemble Festival 
This annual festival is held at the beginning of March at alternating Northern region schools.  
This festival gives students the opportunity to perform solo and ensemble literature for both 
ratings and judges comments.  Students should collaborate with directors, staff, or private 
teachers to find music that is suitable for the contest 
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Fundraising 
 
There are two major fund-raisers sponsored by the directors and band boosters organization every 
year.  The funds raised from these activities are vital to the operation of the band program.  
Without these fund-raisers the quality of equipment, the number of staff members and overall 
quality of education would suffer.  
  
March-a-thon 
Our yearly march-a-thon is held in September during marching season.  This simple fund-raiser is 
an easy way for students to build their band accounts for trips and private lessons.  Students 
collect pledges from friends and family for an all day marching practice and then all money is 
collected and deposited into our bandÕs general fund to pay for band expenses. 
 
The Ranch 
The Ranch Concessions program is sponsored by the Loveland High School Band Boosters.  The 
Ranch is becoming our fastest growing fundraiser for program.  Students sign-up for sessions and 
earn money for the band and for their band accounts. 
 
Grocery Cards 
ItÕs an easy way to add money into your studentÕs grant account and help the general band 
account.  Simply buy grocery cards through the band program.  Grocery Cards are available for 
purchase at LHS on most Friday mornings. We sell King Soopers, Safeway and Wal-Mart cards.  
Grocery Cards are sold in the band hall area, so parents you can come in, or have your student 
come in, to see me with a check for the grocery cards you would like.    
  
King Soopers has a profit percentage of 5%.     2.5% will go into your studentÕs grant account and 
2.5% will go into the general band account. 
  
Safeway has a profit percentage of 4%.     2% will go into your studentÕs grant account and 2% 
into the general band account. 
 
Wal-Mart/SamÕs has a profit percentage of 2%.     1% will go into your studentÕs grant account 
and 1% into the general band account. 
 
Scrip 
This is on online Ògift cardÓ site that earns money for grant accounts and for the band program. 
These are places you already shop, and there is no extra cost to you or your friends or relatives.  
This is an awesome way to build up your grant accounts as half of the rebate goes to your student. 
  
The website is www.shopwithscrip.com the code you need to sign up is CDBED64L2L236 
 
Bandwear 
Outfit yourself and your family with ÒLoveland High School BandÓ and ÒLoveland High School 
Crimson RegimentÓ gear! All proceeds go to support the band program.  
 
Although there is no requirement for student/parental participation in volunteer activities, 
we strongly encourage everyone to get involved.  Fundraising is required to earn a band or 
color guard letter. 
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Other Fundraising Information 
 

1. Always be careful with any money or materials (tickets, receipts, worms, etc..) that are 
connected with fund-raising.  Any items lost are the financial responsibility of the 
student. 

2. Your parents are strongly encouraged to take part in the LHS Band Booster Organization 
3. Parents will be notified if a student is tardy in turning in their fund-raising money. 

 
 

Band Boosters 
 
Every parent, student, and staff of the Loveland High School Band is a member of the Band 
Boosters. The Loveland High School Band Boosters will promote ways and means of providing 
for the needs of the Loveland High School band program. The Band Booster Board included the 
Band Directors, President, Vice President of Fundraising, Vice President of Corporate 
Sponsorships, Vice President of Operations, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Board meetings are the 
second Monday of each month and are open to all booster members.   
 
 

Leadership Symposium 
 
Open to all students in the LHS Band Program.  Meets at least once a week from 3:30-4:30 p.m.  
Open forum for discussion about band policies.  Leadership techniques will be taught and 
demonstrated.  Notes for the symposium are posted on the band website where discussion 
continues on the Band Forum 
 

Band Council 
 
The Band Council is comprised of section leaders from the Marching Band.  This council gives a 
forum for student input regarding issues involving the marching band.  Band Council gives the 
directors valuable insight on general opinions and progress of band members.  This input is used 
to help the directors understand studentÕs opinions and allows us to make decisions that will 
benefit the whole of the band program.  The band council meets during marching season only. 
 

LHS Band Mentor Program 
 
Junior and Senior select band students serve as mentors to incoming freshmen and new marchers. 
Mentor groups include students from different instruments and expertise (i.e. guard, percussion, 
brass, woodwind). 
 
Middle School Mentor Program 
 
Our middle school mentor program was established to give students a valuable opportunity to 
communicate with future band students in a performance situation.  The experiences learned in 
this program are valuable for both the middle school students and the high school students.  
Middle school students develop a positive rapport with their high school mentors and learn 
valuable information about their instrument.  High school students learn much about being a 
positive role model and of their own playing and teaching abilities. 
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Only students with proven leadership abilities, outstanding musicianship and dependability will 
be allowed to become mentors. Times and dates must be coordinated with directors from the high 
school and the middle school to avoid conflicts.  
 
Student Aides 
 
Any students who are in the band program and have an open block are invited to sign up to be a 
band aide.  Aides are a tremendous help to the directors, helping with such activities as picking 
up music, filing library tunes, field set up (marching season), and other general tasks.   
 
Training Rules 
 
The LHS Band follows the same policy as all the other activities do in Òtraining.Ó  Due to the 
nature of the band year band students are in training for the entire year and thus are expected to 
follow the rules for the entire year.  Depending on the training rule broken, a student may end up 
missing an activity, or missing a day of school, or being removed from the group.  MAKE SURE 
YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE LHS ACTIVITIES TRAINING POLICIES. 
 
Note: Students who break rules either on a trip or at school do so selfishly and without thinking of 
the results to them or the effect it could have on classmates and the entire band.  In an outstanding 
ensemble, every participant has a crucial and exacting role to play.  If a person is missing due to a 
disciplinary action, they place an additional burden on every other member in the ensemble and it 
can have disastrous effects on the success of the performance.  
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Music Stores, Suppliers and Repair Specialists 
 
Listed below are reputable music stores and suppliers that we feel exceed in the areas of 
customer service, knowledge of instruments and supplies, and fair pricing.   
 
Local  
 
Boomer Music Co.    The Repair Shop     
3761 S. Mason St.    2321 E. Mulberry 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525    Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
970-223-2424     1-800-822-2806 
 
Mountain Song Music    Ed Manteuful, Repair Man 
Hwy. 66     465 Sundisk Dr. 
Longmont, CO     Loveland, CO 80538 
1-800-646-7664     970-667-4243      
     
Sax Alley     Flesher Hinton Music 
561 E. Garden Dr, Unit E   3936 Tennyson St. 
Windsor, CO 80550    Denver, CO 80212 
970-674-0222     1-800-225-8742 
 
Colorado Drum and Percussion   Keptone Music     
256 Linden St     Orchards Shopping Center 
Ft. Collins, CO 80524    Loveland, CO 80538 
970-416-0369     970-308-2579 
 
National (Mail or Internet) 
 
Interstate Music     Muncy Winds Music Co. 
877-213-2580     800-333-6415 
www.interstatemusic.com   www.muncywinds.com 
 
Taylor Music     Frederic H. Weiner Inc. 
800-843-1938      800-622-CORK 
www.taylormusic.com    www.weinermusic.com 
 
Woodwind and Brasswind   Steve Weiss Music (percussion) 
800-348-5003     215-659-1170 
www.wwbw.com    www.steveweissmusic.com 
 
 


